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sistance, cutting down their acreage and refusing to
raise any more on their land than they needed for
themselves and their families. This resulted in the
famine of 1921, in which millions of people, both
in the cities and the villages, and especially in the
Volga district, died of starvation. It was at this time
that the American government, through its relief
organization, saved many millions of Russians
from starvation.

Trotzky insisted that in order to break down
passive resistance and make the revolution a suc-
cess, the government would have to exterminate the
kulak element in the Russian villages. He believed
that the kulak, with his innate bourgeois and capi-
talist psychology, was an enemy within; that the
Soviet would never make any progress among the
peasants in establishing communism as long as that
influential and dominating element was in exist-
ence; that the Soviets must destroy the kulak in
order to make any advance in bringing about a
communistically conscious state of mind among the
peasants; that regardless of how strong and loyal
the city worker might be, the revolution could not
expect to survive with 85 per cent of its population
consisting of the "half-capitalist, half-worker" who